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126 The Euphrates Frontier. (Boox VIIL

by obtained its complete accomplishment ; at all events
the centre of gravity of the Roman rule shifted itself just
at this time from the West to the East.

a part of Roman Armenia, and stand here only in so far as they
were, in consequence of the peace, incorporated with the empire as
the satiapy of Sophene. That the question Lere concerned not the
boundary of the cession, but that of the territory directly imperial,
is shown by the conclusion, which settles the-boundary between
Armenia and Media.


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Caar. XIL] Egypt. 329

the emperor Antoninus. This event, however, and what
the Chinese authorities mention as to a similar appearance
of the Romans in their country in the course of the third
century, can hardly be understood of public missions,

- since as to these Roman statements would hardly have
been wanting ; but possibly individual captains may have
passed with the Chinese court as messengers of their gov-
ernment. These connections had perceptible consequences
only in so far as the earlier tales regarding the procuring
of silk gradually gave way to better knowledge.













































































































































376 The African Provinces. [Boox VIIL

(p. 24 1.), Africa took the lead in the Latin tongue. The
whole Christian authorship down to the end of this period
i, so far as it is Latin, African; Tertullian and Cyprian
were from Carthage, Arnobius from Sicca, Lactantius, and
probably in like manner Minucius Felix, were, in spite of
their classic Latin, Africans, and not less the already men-
tioned somewhat later Augustine. In Africa the growing
church found its most zealous confessors and its most
gifted defenders. For the literary conflict of the faith
Africa furnished by far the most and the ablest combat-
ants, whose special characteristics, now in eloquent discus-
sion, now in witty ridicule of fables, now in vehement in-
dignation, found a true and mighty field for their display
in the onslaught on the old gods. A mind—intoxicated
first by the whirl of a dissolute life, and then by the fiery
enthusiasm of faith—such as utters itself in the Confes-
sions of Augustine, has no parallel elsewhere in antiquity.
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